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The United States Fire Service

1,148,850 firefighters from 30,170 local fire departments protected the United
States in 2008.

o 28% (321,700) are career firefighters.

o 72% (827,150) are volunteer firefighters.

The fire service does more than fight fires.
e Almost two-thirds of fire department responses were medical aid calls in 2009.
o Only 5% of fire department calls in 2008 were due to actual fires.
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Number of Deaths

Firefighter Fatalities

82 firefighters were fatally injured in 2009.
e Sudden cardiac death caused 35 of the fatalities.
o 27 firefighters died on the fireground.
¢ Residential structure fires accounted for the largest share of fireground deaths (9 deaths).
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Firefighter Injuries
79,700 firefighters were injured in 2008.
e Strain, sprain, and muscular pain were the leading type of injury.
e 46% (36,595) of the injuries occurred on the fireground.
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